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Welcome to the Media Copyright Questions page, a place for help with image copyrights, tagging, non-free content, and related questions. For all other questions please see Wikipedia:Questions.


	How to add a copyright tag to an existing image
	


	On the description page of the image (the one whose name starts File:), click Edit this page.
	From the page Wikipedia:File copyright tags, choose the appropriate tag:
	For work you created yourself, use one of the ones listed under the heading "For image creators".
	For a work downloaded from the internet, please understand that the vast majority of images from the internet are not appropriate for use on Wikipedia.  Exceptions include images from flickr that have an acceptable license, images that are in the public domain because of their age or because they were created by the United States federal government, or images used under a claim of fair use.  If you do not know what you are doing, please post a link to the image here and ask BEFORE uploading it.
	For an image created by someone else who has licensed their image under an acceptable Creative Commons or other free license, or has released their image into the public domain, this permission must be documented.  Please see Requesting copyright permission for more information.


	Type the name of the tag (e.g.; {{Cc-by-4.0}}), not forgetting {{ before and }} after, in the edit box on the image's description page.
	Remove any existing tag complaining that the image has no tag (for example, {{untagged}})
	Hit Publish changes.
	If you still have questions, go on to "How to ask a question" below.


	How to ask a question
	


	To ask a new question hit the "Click here to start a new discussion" link below.
	Please sign your question by typing ~~~~ at the end.
	Check this page for updates, or request to be notified on your talk page.
	Don't include your email address, for your own privacy. We will respond here and cannot respond by email.


	Note for those replying to posted questions


If a question clearly does not belong on this page, reply to it using the template {{mcq-wrong}} and, if possible, leave a note on the poster's talk page. For copyright issues relevant to Commons where questions arising cannot be answered locally, questions may be directed to Commons:Commons:Village pump/Copyright.


		If you have a question about a specific image, please be sure to link to it like this: [[:File:Example.jpg]]. (Please note the ":" just before the word File) Thanks!
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File:LouisTikas.jpg public domain?[edit]





This file is marked as nonfree. However, as Tikas died on 20 April 1914, and this photo depicts him alive, it must clearly have been taken on or before that date. While its exact source is not known, would anyone see a reason not to mark this as {{PD-old}} due to its obvious age? Seraphimblade Talk to me 07:27, 18 February 2024 (UTC)[reply]


	Yes:
	It can't be stated that the photographer has been dead for more than 100 years if the photographer is not known.
	The photo doesn't look like a selfie.
	It fails PD-old-assumed.
	The publication history is not known.


	-- Asclepias (talk) 14:13, 18 February 2024 (UTC)[reply]


The image was uploaded here in May 2014, with the unhelpful attribution "Immediate source: web". The earliest version I can find online is [1], where it is less tightly cropped (it shows two people), and is attributed "courtesy of the Denver Public Library, Western History/Geneology Digital Collection". An even looser crop (amber in tone, and showing three people) is at, for example, [2]. TinEye finds additional versions of each. Andy Mabbett (Pigsonthewing); Talk to Andy; Andy's edits 14:54, 3 March 2024 (UTC)[reply]


	Thanks! If that's from the Denver Public Library, I can stop in next time I'm down that way and see if they have any information on where it came from and if and when it was published or who took it. Seraphimblade Talk to me 17:11, 3 March 2024 (UTC)[reply]


Congress.gov bio[edit]





I'm curious on the copyright status of a biography pubished at congress.gov here. There is no copyright statement on the document, and it is unclear as to the author. Should I assume that it is copyrighted, or assume that it is a Federal US document?  Bilby (talk) 11:40, 21 February 2024 (UTC)[reply]


	What is the page (URL) on the web site where you found this? I suspect it's PD, but it is useful to be able to look at the page where it came from for any additional information. -- Whpq (talk) 19:24, 23 February 2024 (UTC)[reply]
	Thanks, but sadly I don't have a separate page. I'm asking because I came acorss David Halperin (political advocate), which is a straight copy and paste of the bio on congress.gov. My initial reaction was to be safe and assume copyvio, but given that US Government material is often PD I thought I'd dig further. - Bilby (talk) 02:11, 26 February 2024 (UTC)[reply]
	The original source seems to be Footnote 1 of his witness statement, which suggests that despite being written in the third person, it was contributed by him rather than written up by Congress staff. This would suggest that it may well be under copyright. Felix QW (talk) 23:07, 2 March 2024 (UTC)[reply]
	Thanks for that! Much appreciated. - Bilby (talk) 03:30, 4 March 2024 (UTC)[reply]








Birds of the World logo[edit]





Birds of the World, an online database published by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, has a logo that is pretty clearly PD-textlogo (it's just the words Birds of the World) [3]. However the logo is seemingly never separated from the Cornell Lab logo, which can only be fair use because of the bird in the logo (File:Cornell_Lab_of_Ornithology_logo.svg). Can the text be separated out to make it public domain and usable in Birds of the World (currently in this draft)? Reconrabbit 17:25, 28 February 2024 (UTC)[reply]


	If Cornell does not the use words only in any logo, then you should not separate out the text because that would be a misrepresentation of the logo. -- Whpq (talk) 17:57, 28 February 2024 (UTC)[reply]


Book cover photo for Maid by Stephanie Land[edit]





Hi, I am new, so I am sorry if I do not use correct terminology. I created a new page for Stephanie Land's book Maid. Here is the link: Maid (book)

I uploaded the cover of the book following all instructions for using a copyrighted image under Fair Use. I provided the non-free book cover rationale when uploading the image. On Sunday, I received a bot message: User talk:Cyborgwriter#c-B-bot-20240225184000-Orphaned non-free image File:Maid Cover.webp

Does this mean I should try to upload the cover again? Thank you for your help. Cyborgwriter (talk) 23:28, 29 February 2024 (UTC)[reply]


	@Cyborgwriter I think the problem was that in this version [4] you didn't add the rationale in way the bot recognized (and it was a little short on detail). But afaict, in this version [5] you did, so everything should be ok now, image-wise. Gråbergs Gråa Sång (talk) 19:20, 1 March 2024 (UTC)[reply]


Is "King Of Jazz" (1930) in the public domain?[edit]





Someone from archive.org says so but I can't find that information anywhere else. Do you know any databases where I can check this? Kazachstanski nygus (talk) 19:23, 2 March 2024 (UTC)[reply]


	@Kazachstanski nygus The copyright databases and renewal databases are mostly on archive.org (main page [6]) King of Jazz was registered in 1930 and looking in the 1958 catalog it was renewed which keeps it under copyright until 1 January 1926 (95 years after first registration). If my reading is correct then I'm not sure why the version you've linked to is marked as being public domain. Nthep (talk) 20:28, 2 March 2024 (UTC)[reply]
	@Nthep Thank you very much for the answer. Kazachstanski nygus (talk) 21:23, 2 March 2024 (UTC)[reply]
	2026? Graeme Bartlett (talk) 10:48, 5 March 2024 (UTC)[reply]
	1 January in the 96th year after first registration. The 95 years (and the 70 years pma in other copyright jurisdictions) runs till the end of the calender year. Nthep (talk) 11:00, 5 March 2024 (UTC)[reply]








Image of a warship that I took[edit]





I was led here by a few fellow editors in the Help desk. Anyhow when I took a picture of the ex-USS Maricopa County laid up at the south of Vietnam, I considered posting it here yet my doubts got the better of me as it's technically a military ship still in service and would constitute a copyright violation as technically you're not really allowed to take images of military stuff in their home bases (from my common knowledge, that is).

Six months onward, I am now considering posting said image again, yet I would have to confer to someone experienced in this area... So should I post it here? 

Kind regards, e (talk) 12:49, 3 March 2024 (UTC)[reply]


	Whether or not you broke the law (of Vietnam) by taking that picture is not a matter of copyright. Andy Mabbett (Pigsonthewing); Talk to Andy; Andy's edits 14:32, 3 March 2024 (UTC)[reply]
	Thanks for the clarification. e (talk) 14:53, 3 March 2024 (UTC)[reply]




File:Psara2.jpg[edit]





Is there a probable cause for this image to have its copyright expired or be in the public domain in the United States? The author of this work died in 1931 (meets the death over 70 years ago criteria), and the image itself was taken around 1900 while also possibly appearing in a book in 1971. 

Many thanks, e (talk) 10:31, 5 March 2024 (UTC)[reply]


Empire of Dreams[edit]





Hello, I have a copyright question. There is a documentary on Star Wars that was made for a Star Wars DVD box set. It has also been uploaded to YouTube by multiple channels. I'm assuming those uploads are copyright violation, but I wanted to ask anyways. If they are, is there any way I can direct editors to YouTube to watch the documentary? It's been cited 40 times in the Star Wars article, and I was hoping to find a way to let future editors know that they don't have to track down a DVD in order to watch it. Thanks! Wafflewombat (talk) 16:14, 6 March 2024 (UTC)[reply]


	No you may not link to it if it is a copyright violation.   See WP:COPYVIOEL.  If the channels have the right to show it,  then it would be okay.   -- Whpq (talk) 17:59, 6 March 2024 (UTC)[reply]
	Thanks for the reply. Is there any way to tell if the channels have the right to show it? Wafflewombat (talk) 20:33, 6 March 2024 (UTC)[reply]
	The article already says it is available online from Disney, so no DVD needed.  You can check the official Disney and Star Wars YouTube channels to see if it is posted there.  RudolfRed (talk) 01:07, 7 March 2024 (UTC)[reply]






Photograph of contents of doll accessory pack?[edit]





Hi there. I am trying to determine what an appropriate image could be for the page "Barbie's careers". I understand that photographs or promotional photos of career-themed dolls or accessory packs would be copyrighted by Mattel, in terms of derivative works. What I'm trying to understand is if it still counts as a derivative work if i were to, for example, take out the contents of a career-themed accessory pack and lay them out and photograph that, without any of the accompanying packaging. 



The reason I want to add an image is I have heard from some people that "a doll isn't a person and thus can't have a career" and I think the image would support the understanding of how a career can be "depicted". I'm just struggling to figure out what would be a viable illustration. What about "fan art" or drawn representations of a career doll or contents of an accessory pack? Is that a derivative work?



In any case, I'm mostly interested in understanding the copyright aspect, not debating whether or not this specific article "deserves" an image. Thanks! Antihistoriaster (talk) 12:15, 7 March 2024 (UTC)[reply]


	See c:Commons:Derivative_works#I_know_that_I_can't_upload_photos_of_copyrighted_art_(like_paintings_and_statues),_but_what_about_toys?_Toys_are_not_art!. Toys are generally copyrighted, so this unfortunately wouldn't be permissible. The Quirky Kitty (talk) 17:06, 9 March 2024 (UTC)[reply]


Lithograph copyrights[edit]





According to this listing this lithograph was published by Landfall Press, Chicago in 1981, so there is a chance that it fell into the public domain if it was published without a copyright notice and not subsequently registered.
Does anyone here know what the common practice was with lithographs? I have not been able to find an entry in the copyright catalog, but that doesn't mean much. Felix QW (talk) 15:08, 9 March 2024 (UTC)[reply]


	User HMAwiki uploaded File:Philip_Pearlstein-Nude_on_a_Bamboo_Sofa.jpeg as their own work.  I have doubts about this, but don't what to do about it.  Do I need to raise this at WP:FFD?  Or what is the process?  The user has not edited since 2014 and Pearlstein died in 2022.  RudolfRed (talk) 00:27, 12 March 2024 (UTC)[reply]
	The "Own work" claim is clearly bogus. I was planning to send it to FFD, but then it occurred to me that the lithograph may conceivably be in the public domain if it had been published without a copyright notice. Should no one come up with any better ideas over the next days, I would go to FFD, but do please go ahead with it yourself if you would like to! Felix QW (talk) 07:31, 12 March 2024 (UTC)[reply]




Can I use File:Willy's Chocolate Experience advertisement.png freely in Canada?[edit]







The UK offers limited copyright protection to AI-generated works, but Canada does not. If I use this image in Canada, can I use it free of copyright, or does the UK law take precedence since it was generated in the UK? Félix An (talk) 07:26, 13 March 2024 (UTC)[reply]
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